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  celebrations: Futurallia Quebec 2008 
 
 
Quebec City, May 28, 2007 –Today, PÔLE Québec Chaudière-Appalaches (PÔLE) and its 
partners launched Futurallia Quebec 2008, the 13th SMB international business forum, to be held 
at the Quebec City Convention Centre on May 20-22, 2008 and constituting the economic event 
of Quebec City’s 400th anniversary celebrations. 
As a partner, the new Canadian government announced that it would grant $300 000 in 
nonrepayable 
funding to support this unique project marking Quebec City’s 400th anniversary 
celebrations in 2008. “The new Government of Canada is proud to support Futurallia 2008, a 
unique event rallying some 800 businesses from about thirty nations. The event is particularly 
important for Quebec’s SMBs, given the many opportunities for networking it offers domestic 
and foreign companies, thereby strengthening the competitiveness of Quebec’s regions and 
SMBs nationally and internationally in addition to offering them and the Quebec City area 
international visibility” stated the Honourable Jean-Pierre Blackburn, Minister of Labour and 
Minister of Canada Economic Development. 
On behalf of Quebec Minister of Economic Development, Innovation and Export Trade and 
Minister of Tourism Raymond Bachand, Quebec Minister of Employment and Social Solidarity 
Sam Hamad announced that the Quebec government is granting $300 000 in financial assistance 
to PÔLE Québec Chaudière-Appalaches, which will spearhead the event’s organization. 
“Showcasing our know-how, the event promises significant visibility and new business 
opportunities for Quebec companies and Quebec City. Quebec offers businesses a dynamic, 
resolutely modern economic environment, centred on innovation and international networks. 
These advantages and the national capital’s incomparable attractions make me confident that the 
resulting partnerships will be productive for Quebec businesses and their foreign 
counterparts,” said Minister Hamad. 
The Consul General of France in Quebec City, François Alabrune, also a partner, confirmed 
France’s support for the project. He pointed out that “Futurallia Quebec 2008 offers a real 
opportunity for French and Quebec SMBs to develop concrete new partnerships among 
themselves and with other Canadian and international businesses. In so doing, we can extend this 
celebration of 400 years of fraternity through promising economic projects.” 



The Société du 400e anniversaire de Québec announced its association with Futurallia in the 
national capital in 2008. The Société will support especially the festive portion of this gathering 
of dynamic economic catalysts. “Futurallia will help fuel our development and prosperity by 
enabling the business community to establish fertile ties with partners from French-speaking 
nations the world over”, explained Pierre Boulanger, the Société’s President and Executive 
Director. “By supporting this major get-together, we pay tribute to the spirit of the pioneers and 
builders that have marked our city’s history and continue to underpin our aspirations for a 
promising future”, he added. 
Finally, PÔLE President and Executive Director Paul-Arthur Huot stated that he was honoured to 
be entrusted with organizing this “significant event, which will no doubt have considerable 
economic repercussions with more than 8000 individual business meetings involving more than 
1000 business leaders from the around world, who will gather here to create partnerships. 
Expenditures generated are estimated at approximately $3 million in addition to the spinoffs 
associated with the individual meetings”. PÔLE is already familiar with the concept since it 
organized Futurallia Quebec 2003, which was hailed Quebec City’s event of the year. PÔLE has 
assembled a dynamic team to ensure another rousing success in 2008. 
At the press conference, it was announced that a delegation of some fifty Quebec businesses 
recruited primarily by the Réseau des commissaries à l’exportation du Québec (RECOMEX) 
would take part in Futurallia 2007, in Poitiers, on June 6-8. PÔLE will take this opportunity to 
promote Futurallia Quebec 2008 to the many business interests in attendance. 
To conclude, we would liked to underscore the fact that Futurallia Quebec 2008, an initiative of 
Jean-Pierre Raffarin, President of the Comité français d’organisation des célébrations du 400e 
anniversaire de la fondation de Québec, is made possible through support and funding from 
PÔLE’s major partners: the Government of Canada (EDC), the French government, the Quebec 
government (MDEIE) and the Société du 400e anniversaire de Québec. 
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